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SUB J : GOB DISAVOWS PRESS REPORTS THAT IT HAS DECIDED TO 
ACCEPT 150,000 IMMIGRANTS FROM RHODESIA, SOUTH 
AFRICA AND NAMIBIA 

1 . BOLIVIA'S SUB-SECRETARY FOR IMMIGRATION, GUIDO 
STRAUSS, HELD A PRESS CONFERENCE MAY 9 TO STATE 
THAT LOCAL PRESS REPORTS THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF 
BOLIVIA HAD DECIDED TO ACCEPT 150,000 SETTLERS 
FROM RHODESIA, SOUTH AFRICA AND NAMIBIA ARE NOT TRUE. 
RATHER, STRAUSS SAID, THE GOB'S NATIONAL 
IMMIGRATION COMMITTEE HAD BEEN AUTHORIZED TO 
INFORM THE INTER-GOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE ON 
EUROPEAN MIGRATION OF BOLIVIA'S WILLINGNESS TO 
ACCEPT IMMIGRANT FAMILIES IN THE AGRICULTURE, 
INDUSTRIAL, AND PRIVATE BUSINESS FIELDS. BUT 
HE SAID BOLIVIA DID NOT HAVE THE ECONOMIC AND 
ORGANIZATIONAL CAPACITY TO RECEIVE 150,000 
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IMMIGRANTS. STRAUSS ALSO DENIED REPORTS OF 
GOVERNMENT PLANS TO SETTLE IMMIGRANTS ALONG 
BOLIVIA’S BORDER WITH BRAZIL. ADDING THAT THE 
GOB'S IMMIGRATION POLICY IS ORIENTED TOWARD 
DEVELOPMENT CENTERS IN THE CENTRAL AND 
SOUTHEASTERN AREAS OF BOLIVIA'S UNDERPOPULATED 
EASTERN PROVINCES. 
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2. EMBASSY COMMENT. A FOREIGN MINISTRY 
OFFICIAL TOLD EMBOFFS THAT LAST WEEK'S MEETING 
OF BOLIVIAN WESTERN HEMISPHERE AMBASSADORS 
MADE A STRONG RECOMMENDATION THAT BOLIVIA OFFER 
TO ACCEPT LARGE NUMBERS OF SETTLERS FROM 
AFRICA AND ELSEWHERE. THIS MAY HAVE CONTRIBUTED 
TO THE RUMORS OF 150,000 IMMIGRANTS. WHILE MANY 
BOLIVIANS BELIEVE THEIR COUNTRY SHOULD 
PERMIT AN OPEN IMMIGRATION POLICY IN ORDER TO 
PROTECT ITS UNDERPOPULATED EASTERN PROVINCES 
OF SANTA CRUZ AND THE BENI FROM BRAZILIAN 
ENCROACHMENT. MANY OTHERS FEAR THAT RHODESIAN 
AND OTHER SETTLERS WOULD SOON BEGIN TO DOMINATE 
THE NATION. THUS THIS IS A DELICATE POLITICAL 
ISSUE FOR THE GOB, BUT IT NONETHELESS SEEMS TO 
BE HEADING TOWARD A MORE LIBERAL IMMIGRATION 
POLICY, INCLUDING ON THE INGRESS OF WHITE 
AFRICANS. 
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